PIEHER IR A HER 3 BOT AL COKE ST Eﬁi’if
FEUER F e GRA A B0RE 3 BEMA AR CCROFAMIFFL) 7 B S
http://lwenku.baidu.com/view/3ea05a270722192e4536f6bd.html

Reading across cultures
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Reading across cultures

What's in a number?
1 Read the passage and answer the questions.

1 What did Galileo Galilei say about the universe?
The entire universe is written in the language of mathematics.

2 What have music and architecture got in common? Y
They are both based upon mathematics.

3 Who is Yutaka Nishiyama?
A Japanese professor of Economics.

4 Why does he believe the West has a preference for even numbers?

He claims even numbers are seen as more “rational” and complete.

5 Why don’t some hotels in the US have a room number 13?
The number 13 is deemed unlucky in the US.

6 Why is 17 unlucky in Italy?
Because in Roman numerals the number 17 (XVII) can be rearranged to look like a word found on the
inscription of Roman tombstones (VIXI).
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2 Work in pairs and answer the questions.

I Do you know any more Chinese proverbs about numbers?
* Luck will change in ten years.
» Three feet of ice does not result from one day of cold weather.
* It is better to travel ten thousand miles than to read ten thousand books.

2 Which numbers are lucky in China, and why?
The number 8 is lucky as it sounds like the word with the meaning of getting rich. The numbers 6
and 9 are lucky too, because the number 6 means easiness and smoothness and the number 9 means
longevity.

3 Which numbers are unlucky, and why?
The number 4 is unlucky because it sounds like the word which means death.

4 What do you know about the history of Chinese mathematics?
According to Confucius, math was one of the Six Arts gentlemen had to learn. The Nine Chapters on the
Mathematical Art is a very old and important mathematical work. China has always valued the subject
of mathematics.

5 How important is mathematics in Chinese universities today? Why?
It is very important, perhaps the most important subject. In fact, you cannot graduate without a good
knowledge of mathematics. It is essential for development in all aspects like economics, technology
ete.

Additional activity

Ask Ss to make a list of numbers they know to have significance in Western or Eastern cultures.

Some ideas:

* 3 kings: they travel to see the baby Jesus

* 5 senses: vowels in English

* 10 Commandments: 10 rules of behaviour in the Bible

+ 11 players: in a football team

* 12 apostles: Jesus’ 12 close followers

* 12 days of Christmas: the festive period of Christmas which runs until 6 January when all decorations
etc must come down

* sweet 16: when turning 16, girls in the US and Canada will have a sweet 16 party which generally
marks a coming of age

* 18/21: coming of age

* 40 days of Lent: the 40 days before Easter when some Christians eat less food or stop doing something
that they enjoy
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